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4th August saw the first batch of
Chardonnay arriving at the winery,
Viognier soon followed and then
Vermentino on the 23rd August.
For the first time ever, a vineyard
of Cabernet Sauvignon was ready
to be harvested before some of the
young whites – usually we finish
the white varieties of Chardonnay,
Vermentino and Viognier before
the reds.   Although it is still very
early days, as so far only around 10% of the harvest
has been safely gathered in, we are very optimistic for
2017 – we are experiencing low ph, high acidity, high
alcohol and very aromatic grapes and in summary this
harvest is proving to be both early and fast!
The reds still on the vine are looking in good shape
and will be harvested in turn, Cabernet Sauvignon,
Syrah, Carignan, Grenache and Cinsault.

The 2013 vintage will be released this
Autumn – it was blended in the spring
of 2015 from Cinsault (50%),
Grenache (35%), Cabernet Sauvignon
(15%), and bottled later in the same
year.  The 2013 harvest at Chateau
Musar could be summarised in one
word: elegance.   The Hochar Red
from this year is a bright ruby colour
with a nose of forest fruits, red
cherries with tobacco and sweet
spices. The palate is enriched with
mulberries, plums and blackberries
with layers of spice and subtle notes of
coffee bean. It is a well-balanced
vintage, elegant with soft, integrated
tannins and good acidity.
14% Alc./Vol.

Cabernet Sauvignon

This summer, Lebanon experienced extreme heat from the 19th June to mid-August, only returning to normal
summer temperatures (30 to 32/33 degrees) by the end of August.  The Cinsault has
coped well in the hot conditions, it has lost some juiciness but has increased in
concentration as a result.  We visited the Bekaa Valley, our vineyards and the temples of
Baalbek in early July with our Dutch distributors on a day approaching 40 degrees!
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